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^^ATTORNEY DOCKET NO: 69576 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Applicant 
Serial No 


SHIBAet al. 
09/745,122 



Confirm. No. 

Filed 

For 


December 20, 2000 
INFORMATION PROVIDING. 
2152 


Art Unit 

Examiner 

Dated 


August 21, 2001 


Hon. Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Applicant wishes to bring to the attention of the U.S. Examiner the results of an 
European Search Report. As no first Office Action on the merits has issued in this case, no fee 
is due. 

U.S. 5,978,773 has been cited by the European Patent Office under Category X for 
European claims 1 - 4, 6, 10 and under Category Y with regard to European claims 7, 8 and 
1 1 . The reference discloses a system and method for using an ordinary article of commerce to 
access a remote computer. 

WO 98/09243 has been cited under Category X with regard to European claims 1-4, 
6 and 10. The reference discloses a system for providing easy access to the world wide web. 

CA 2,235,002 has been cited under Category X with regard to European claims 1-4, 
6 and 10. The reference discloses a network-based search engine using scanner codes. 


U.S. 5,804,803 has been cited under Category X with regard to European claims 1-4, 
6 and 10. The reference discloses a mechanism for retrieving information using data encoded 
on an object. 

WO 98/40823 has been cited under Category X with regard to European claims 1-4, 
6 and 10. The reference discloses a method for collecting URL's from printed media. 

WO 98/03923 has been cited under Category X with regard to European claims 1-4, 
6 and 10. The reference discloses a world wide web bar code access system. 

EP 0 936 567 has been cited under Category X with regard to European claims 1-4, 
6 and 10. The reference discloses a method and device for automated transfer and maintenance 
of Internet based information. 

JP1 1-154131, the abstract has been cited under Category X with regard to European 
claims 1 - 4, 6 and 10. This reference discloses a linking system for television and WWW 
browser. Applicant attaches a translation of the abstract. No full translation is available to 
Applicant at this time. 

JP 1 1-184876, the abstract has been cited under Category Y with regard to European 
claims 7, 8 and 1 1 . This reference discloses a device for retrieving Internet similar information. 
Applicant attaches a translation of the abstract. No full translation is available to Applicant at 
this time. 

Article "Profile of a Web Database". "The access method used for browsing Yahoo is 
a hierarchical structure or outline", authored by Dan Lester, has been cited under Category A 
(technological background) with regard to European claims 7, 8 and 1 1. 
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To facilitate the Examiner's review, Applicant attaches a copy of the European Search 

Report. 

Consideration of these references is requested. 


Respectfully submitted 
for Applicant, 



McGLEW AND TUTTLE, PC. 

KDM:tf 

69576.10 

Enclosed: PTO- 1449 Form 

European Search Report 
copies of (10) References 

DATED: August 21, 2001 

SCARBOROUGH STATION 
SCARBOROUGH, NEW YORK 10510-0827 
(914) 941-5600 

SHOULD ANY OTHER FEE BE REQUIRED, THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IS HEREBY REQUESTED TO CHARGE SUCH FEE TO OUR DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 13- 
0410. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH 
THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS EXPRESS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSED TO: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231, NO.: EL455157131US 


McGLEW AND TUTTLE, P.C. 
SCARBOROUGH STATION, 


ARBOROUGH, NY 10510-0827 



DATE: August 21. 2001 



FormPTO-1449 


LIST OF REFERENCES CITED 

BY APPLICANT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ex- Sub- 


aminer 
Initial 

Document No. 

Date 

Name 

Class 

class 

Filing Date 


5.978.773 

Nov. 2. 1999 

Hudetz et al. 



Oct. 3. 







1995 


5.804.803 

Sect. 8. 1998 

Cragun et al. 



April 2. 







1996 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ex- Sub- 
aminer Document No. Date Country Class class Translation 

Initial Yes/No 



WO 98/09243 

March 5. 1998 

International 



Yes 


CA 2.235.002 

Dec. 18. 1998 

Canada 



No 


WO 98/40823 

Seot. 17. 1998 

International 



No 


WO 98/03923 

Jan. 29. 1998 

International 



Yes 


EP 0 936 567 

Aue. 18. 1999 

Europe 



Yes 


JP 11-154131 

June 8. 1999 

Japan 



No 


JP 11-184876 

Julv9. 1999 

Japan 



No 
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R PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, 
Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


Ex- 


aminer 
Initial 

Author 

Date 

Title 

Textbook in 

Translation 
Yes/No 


Dan Lester 

December 1995 

Profile of a Web 

DATABASE 

Yes 




Database 









Examiner 


Date Considered 
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